RELEASE

Frankfurt, May 31, 2022

Schedule, Tournament Format, Prize Money: All
information on the VBL Grand Final by
bevestor

The tenth season of the bevestor Virtual Bundesliga (VBL) is entering the

home straight. All 32 participants of the VBL Grand Final have been confirmed,

and one of them will be crowned German Champion among the individual
players on Whitsun weekend. The matches will be played in EA SPORTS FIFA
2c.

All the key details about the VBL Grand Final at a glance:

Schedule
The VBL Grand Final will take place on 4 and 5 June. On the Saturday, the
action will begin at noon (CEST). On the Sunday, the crucial matches to decide

who will become the champion will be held between noon and 8:00 p.m.
(CEST). The final match starts at 7:05 p.m. (CEST).

Venue and tickets
All matches will be held at XPOST in Cologne. The players will meet there in

person and, for the first time since the VBL Grand Final 2019, there will also

be spectators at the venue again. Tickets for the crucial matches on Sunday

are available to buy here.

Broadcast channels

There will be a hosted live show on both days of the tournament. You can

watch this show and all matches live on the stream at
https://virtual.bundesliga.com/en, on the Twitch accounts of the VBL and of EA
SPORTS (and in Germany on SPORT1, eSPORTS1 and #dabeiTV).

Participants

A total of 32 players — 16 each on the P
— will compete for the title. Of these, 16
qualified for the VBL Grand Final via the

ayStation 5 and the Xbox Series X/S

olayers (eight per console) have

Playoffs of the VBL Open. A further

16 players (likewise eight per console) have qualified via the VBL Club

Championship by bevestor, the competition for all clubs of Bundesliga and

Bundesliga 2.

An overview of all participants can be found on the VBL website.

Tournament format

The matches will be played in the football simulation EA SPORTS FIFA 22,
specifically in “FUT mode’, whereby all players can put together their teams
from players of Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 clubs. Here, a limit of two players

per club applies. In addition, each player is allowed to select one German icon

and one Bundesliga “FUT Hero".

To begin with, the 16 participants for each console will play five rounds in the
“Swiss format”. Thus the eight players with the most victories qualify for the

knockout phase for each console. In this phase, a winner is determined for

each console by means of two-legged matches. These two players will then
go head to head in the final match, in which they will play on both consoles
one after the other. The winner — and therefore the German eFootball
Champion - is the player who has scored more goals on aggregate over the

two matches.

Title and prizes
At the VBL Grand Final, the players compete for a prize money pool totalling
€100,000 as well as the title of German eFootball Champion. From this, the

German Champion receives a prize of €40,000. In addition, the DFL awards a
total of three seats provided by publisher EA SPORTS for its FIFA 22 Global

Series Playoffs, at which the best players from other international
tournaments and national leagues compete for a place at the FIFAe World Cup

finals in July.

The trophy

The VBL trophy was designed in the style of the Bundesliga trophy. The V-
shaped notches are a nod to the cursor that marks the player currently being
controlled in the football simulation. The trophy is made of aluminium on the

inside and mainly has an anthracite finish on the outside. After every season,

the name of the German eFootball Champion is engraved on the trophy.
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About the Virtual Bundesliga
In 2012, the DFL became the first professional football league to have its own
eSport competition when it launched the VBL in partnership with EA SPORTS.

The VBL is still the only eSport competition of a professional football league to
be directly integrated into the EA SPORTS FIFA game series. In 2018, the

decision to launch the VBL Club Championship with the clubs of the Bundesliga
and Bundesliga 2 in addition to the VBL Open competition for individual
players was taken in response to the increasing popularity of the VBL, the

growing relevance of eSport in general and the DFL's focus on football

simulation games. The DFL has also been cooperating with ESL, the world’s
largest eSport company, since 2020. With its expertise in building up and
expanding ecosystems in conjunction with digital sport, the DFL would like to

further develop and professionalise the VBL.

Yesterday, on Monday, the DFL Members Assembly passed a resolution to
include the Virtual Bundesliga as an additional competition in the league
statutes of the DFL Deutsche Fulsball Liga. From the 2023-24 season, the
aim is for all clubs in the Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 to take part in the

Virtual Bundesliga Club Championship. The essential conditions for this will be

set out in the Licensing Reqgulations, based on the findings from recent
seasons. Further information on the decision of the DFL Members Assembly

can be found here.

Media information:

Under the following link you will find photos and additional images from the
Virtual Bundesliga that are free of charge for editorial use:
https://photo.bundesliga.com/vbl/vbl_mediakit

Please click on “| have a guest password” and insert the following password:
VBL2122.

e Click here to read the news article on dfl.de
« Follow the DFL on Twitter
« Follow the DFL on LinkedIn
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